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	Activity:
	Synonyms

	Short description: 
	Students’ vocabulary by activating background knowledge or using dictionaries.

	Level:
	Intermediate

	Literary text:
	Inspiration du Matin by Oscar Wilde 



Task 1. 
[image: ]
How would you describe the above picture?

Task 2. 
Replace the underlined words with a synonym, in order to change the poem, but not its meaning. Use a dictionary if necessary.

Inspiration du Matin
 		by Oscar Wilde 
The Thames nocturne of blue and gold
Changed to a Harmony in grey:
A barge with ochre-coloured hay
Dropt from the wharf: and chill and cold

The yellow fog came creeping down
The bridges, till the houses' walls
Seemed changed to shadows and St. Paul's
Loomed like a bubble o'er the town.

Then suddenly arose the clang
Of waking life; the streets were stirred
With country waggons: and a bird
Flew to the glistening roofs and sang.

But one pale woman all alone,
The daylight kissing her wan hair,
Loitered beneath the gas lamps' flare,
With lips of flame and heart of stone.


Key: 
blue – azure, sapphire
gold – yellow, auric
grey – leaden, ashen, bleak
chill – frosty, brisk, cool, wintry, crisp
cold – chilled, shivering, glacial, hostile
fog – mist, cloud, smoke
creeping – sneaking, moving slowly
shadows – darkness, silhouettes, ghosts,
bubble – foam, balloon, 
clang – rattle, clap
stirred – aroused, touched, worked up, excited, ablaze
glistening –glazed, shiny, bright, shining, glossy, 
pale – strong, full, dark,  pallid, sick 
wan – sickish, pale, mad, unhinged, grisly 
loitered –strolled, went slowly, 
flare – fire, blaze, torch
flame – passion, warmth, ardour, fervour, heat, 
stone – rock, boulder, gravel
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